 
THE ST.IVES JUMBO ASSOCIATION TEST A NEW BUOYANCY SYSTEM IN ST.IVES HARBOUR.
In an attempt to pre-empt the ever-increasing legislation concerning health and safety issues, we have successfully developed our own very unobtrusive self-inflating buoyancy system. In doing so we may have paved the way for many other owners of replicas and similar traditional, undecked craft. 
Friday 29th October. 

Small groups of mystified passers-by gathered to watch as 4 crew members, clad in wetsuits, enthusiastically bailed buckets of seawater into the jumbo, ‘William Paynter’ as she lay on her mooring at high water last Friday morning. It was grey, overcast and a stiff breeze was blowing straight into the harbour. Presently the jumbo slipped beneath the choppy surface to rest on the bottom 3m below. For some seconds, as they trod water, the crew appeared equally mystified. Then, quite suddenly the jumbo reappeared, bows first, and settled steady and upright, the hull awash.
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The bemused onlookers had just witnessed the successful testing of a new buoyancy system designed by Jonny Nance and financed by a grant from Cornwall Community Foundation, which he has fitted to both the jumbos he has built. The system consists of 2 tubes that are inflated when a gas bottle is fired manually. Although, the buoyancy of tubes themselves had been tested earlier this summer this was the first time the jumbo had been allowed to sink and the gas inflation tested.  
The main criteria for the design (in addition to saving the boat and providing the crew with something to hang onto whilst awaiting assistance), was that the buoyancy provision should be both visually and physically as unobtrusive as possible.
 Jonny Nance said, “As a result of bringing jumbos back to St.Ives, we have successfully developed a system that could provide a solution for many owners of traditional open boats and replicas.”  
Alban Roinard of eiafilms filmed the event from the shore and with a submersible camara mounted half way up the foremast. The result may be seen on his website: www.eiafilms.co.uk/williampaynter.htm 

As the tide receded the jumbo was bailed out and then loaded onto a new trailer which replaces the one stolen earlier in the summer. Once again the Community Police and cadets kindly escorted the jumbo through the town for winter storage in Lelant. 
Both jumbos have now been recovered from the harbour and will be returning in the Spring.
